RUSSELL STETLER & TRACY THOMPSON 
424 NORTH STREET \ OAKLAND , CALIFORNIA 94609 

August A, 1975 

Hr . Jam e s Le s ar 
1 23 "1 P our th S tr e s t , SW 
Hashing t on, DC 2 002 L 

Dear Mr, 2Lesar, 

I enclose a xerox of the introductory and concluding notes 
which Paul Hoch and I wrote to situate your piece on the spectrogranhic 
evidence in the assassinations anthology which Peter Dale Scott, ^Hoch, 
and I have edited. We 1 cl be grateful if you would let us know if we 
have omitted anything important or if we have said anything which is 
noo accurate. Otherwise, tnis is simply for your inf ormation and 
requires no reply — we appreciate that you are very busy l 

With best wishes, 



Yours sincerely, 

I — & 

Puss ell Stetler 



intro to Jim Losar on the speotro evidence 

Tho FBI performed comparioona on certain bullot fragments found 
in the wounds of President Kennedy and Governor Connally and on larger 
fragments found In tho llmoU3ine floor and on a hospital stretcher* 
Critics of the Warren Commission wore struck by the limltod claims 
expressed in the language of the Hearings and of supporting FBI 
Statements# An FBI report to the Dallas police, fox' example* notes 
that the tests show the lead in the fragments In question is "similar" 
— * not that all components of the core are or are not present in 
identical amounts ♦ In a letter to the Commission' a General Counsel* 

J# Lee Rankin* FBI Direotor J# Edgar Hoover referred to the more 
sensitive Neutron Activation Analyses which supplemented the spectro 
tests. Ho Indicated that it was not possible to tell which of the 
largor fragments any particular minute fragment came from, since 
there was no significant difference between the larger fragments# 

But Hoover failed to oomment on tho more important question of 
whether any of the minute fragments did not come from the larger ones# 
Tho technique of spectrographio analysis is to induce the 
chemical elements of a sample to omit a spectrum* which is then 
photographed. A nalysis of the opectrura reveals which elements are 
present and in what percentages# Two fragments cannot originate 
from one source unless their spectra are identical in the elements 
revealed and in the percentages of each clement* Identity under 
such analysis is necessary* but not sufficient, to establish tho 
common origin, of tv/o fragments# Thus, one Bet of findings in the 
FBI tests would be consistent with the Warren Report's finding of 
a lone gunman* without establishing the certainty that all the 
fragments came from one £Uru But any other findings would conclu- 
....pivoly disprove the Report's conclusion# 

In the case of the spectro tests, the Commission did not follow 
ita usual procedure of introducing each report into evidence as a 
Commioaion Exhibit# Instead, an FBI ballistics export was asked to 

describe the results of tho testa and to confirm that the report 



would remain in the permanent files of tho FBI. The abaonco of the 
data from the Commission’ o files and the pooullar wording of all 
references to tho testa heightened critlca' curiosity and prompted 
a number of attempts to obtain the tedt results. Author Harold 

'"Mb '• \ 

Woiaberg ultimately filoft^a suit uil-^or tho Freedom of Information Act. 



Hio lawyer, James Loear, describes the resulting Id gal battle 



concluding note to Leaar on opectro evidence 

In April 1975 f the FBI released 73 pages of raw data from the 
epectrographio teets to Ilarold Weioberg* Another researcher who has 
boon seeking access to the physical evidence * Dr# John Nioholsi claims 
that the evidence which has been released ,! ia Incomplete! contains 
errors! and ha 3 essential factors missing * n On May 5* • Cyril’ 

We oht declared that f, it is too early to draw conclusions aa to 
£the data 1 s/ significance*" At this writing , Weisberg is persisting 
in his oourt case to achieve (and certify) full disclosure* 

This concluding note was revised by the addition of the 
following sentence at the beginning: 

n In response to Executive Branch obstructionism in teis , and 
other cases, in November 1974 Congress amended the Freedom 
of Information Act to limit the use of the exemptions * n 





